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WIP's snickers at Clinton
underscore gender gap

h, the guys were go-
o ing at her. The other

mMOrning on Sports ra-
lio, the station that calls
rown women “girls,” they
vere talking about Hillary
“linton.

Specifically, how she

dn’t turn them on and,
raphically, how a certain
ody part flatlined in re-
ponse.

She’s a United States sena-
or. She’s the first viable fe-
nale presidential candi-
late. And the boys are talk-
ng about whether she’s hot.

As if they would find any
60-year-old woman hot.

Or take a female politi-
cian seriously.

When Don Imus slimed
the Rutgers basketball team

racially and sexually, he lost
See GENDER on D6

ERIC MENCHER / inquirer Staif

s Ben Frankiin

Photographer
chomped on Doritos, Stephen Colbert taped

The Colbert Report” at Penn’s Zellerbach Theatre Monday
ight. He's there through tomorrow.

Colbert, Nutter,
Matthews — and Ben

Colbert Report, but

things are a little differ-
nt when the show comes to
*hiladelphia, and a lengthy
ineup comes before come-
¥- Nobody seems to mind.
More than 1,000 ticket-
olders milled Monday for
pward of two hours
round the Zellerbach The-
fre at Penn’s Annenberg
lenter, as Comedy Central’s
tephen Colbert took his
how on the road for the
sry first time.
Couples and cligues min-
led together, united in
ich case by somebody who

I t's always a party at The

9 N

had scampered to the com-
puter to snap up some of
the 3,600 seats for the four-
day event, the minute Col-
bert announced his trip
March 17. Most tickets van-
ished online within five min-
utes.

Corey Meissner, 21, and

See COLBERT on D7

KEN HOWARD /

: ¢
scene from Glass’ “Satyagraha” with Richard Croft as

andhi. The opera and Tan Dun’s new “Piano Concerto”
wild coast in on their creators’ popular successes.

——

You name it —
if it’s improvised,

Elliott Levin
plays it, often
hustling from
one obscure gig
to the next. Plus,
he writes poetry.

By David R. Adler
FOR THE INQUIRER

imnratricad muncie ic hannanine

Zankel's Warriors of the Wonderful Sound
and the Odean Pope Saxophone Choir, two of
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says a fellow musician,
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things are a little differ-
ent when the show comes to
Philadelphia, and a lengthy
lineup comes before come-
dy. Nobody seems to mind.
More than 1,000 ticket-
holders milled Monday for
upward of two hours
around the Zellerbach The-
atre at Penn’s Annenberg
Center, as Comedy Central’s
Stephen Colbert took his
show on the road for the
very first time.
Couples and cligues min-
gled together, united in
each case by somebody who
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had scampered to the com-
puter to snap up some of
the 3,600 seats for the four-
day event, the minute Col-
bert announced his trip
March 17. Most tickets van-
ished online within five min-
utes.

Corey Meissner, 21, and
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A scene from Glass’ “Satyagraha” with Richard Croft as
Gandhi. The opera and Tan Dun’s new “Piano Concerto”
could coast in on their creators’ popular successes.

Tan Dun, Philip Glass
get away with a lot

David Patrick

INQUIRER MUSIC CRITIC

uccess was all but de-

creed for Chinese com-

poser Tan Dun and his
Piano Concerto, pre-
miered over the
weekend by Lang

Critic’s

and-tattooed audience —
plus a flock of Tibetan
monks — were all set to
adore the opera, seemingly
no matter what happened.

Both events had
more in common
than their presti-

Lang and the New Notebook gious circumstanc-

York Philharmonic.

Philip Glass returned to the
grand opera stage with a
new production of Satyagra-
ha at the Metropolitan Op-
era, and the young, pierced-

es. These compos-
ers seem oddly immune to
failure. They have acknowl-
edged downturns, but not
ones that stick.
See NOTEBOOK on D4

You name it —
if it’s improvised,
Elliott Levin
plays it, often
hustling from
one obscure gig
to the next. Plus,
he writes poetry.

By David R. Adler
FOR THE INQUIRER

f live, improvised music is happening
in Philadelphia, there’s a good

chance Elliott Levin is involved.
At 54, the West Philadelphia native
has a long and accomplished record in
the jazz avant-garde. He’s been involved
with pianist Cecil Taylor’s large ensembles
since the early 1970s. He's worked extensive-
ly with Marshall Allen, the late Tyrone Hill
and other members of the Sun Ra Arkestra.
You can hear his raw tenor sax and piquant
flute pierce the dense aural fabric of Bobby

Zankel's Warriors of the Wonderful Sound
and the Odean Pope Saxophone Choir; two of
Philly’s best working jazz groups.

Tonight at Chris’ Jazz Cafe, Levin (pro-
nounced luh-VIN) will lead his quartet, fea-
turing Brian Marsella on piano, Jason
Fraticelli on bass and Ed Watkins on
drums. (When Allen joins the group, it’s
known as UB313, named for the recently
discovered dwarf planet, the farthest
known object orbiting the sun.)

Chris’ is an unusually mainstream venue
for Levin, who turns up practically every

See LEVIN on D5

SOCIAL CIRCUIT

JACI DOWNS

Elliott Levin,

says a fellow musician,
“plays anything with
everyone” and elevates
others’ performance.

Music

Elliott Levin
Ensemble

8 p.m. at Chris’ Jazz

Cafe, 1421 Sansom St
Tickets: $8. 215-568-3131

Ex-Eagle and cancer survivor Vince Papale (center)
is honored at the Coaches vs. Cancer gala. D3




LEVIN from D1
" night in one obscure room or
another: the AxD Gallery, the
Bubble House, the Media Bu-
reau. He sits in with rock,
funk and African drum bands.
He plays Balkan music with
the West Philadelphia Orches-
tra (WPO) and collaborates
with the trip-hop poet and per-
formance artist Gabrielle
(Plum Dragoness).
Philadelphia jazz artists
may face a shortage of avail-
able bookings, but Levin
seems to find every last one.
“Man, I really do hustle,” he
says, “but that’s what I've had
to learn to do to

York, at age 20, was with Tay-
lor, the avant- Jazz pioneer, at
Cameg1e Hall, “a hard one to
top.” He’d met Taylor while
attending the pianist’s semi-
nars at Glassboro (now Row-
an) University.

The avant-garde proved
economically unstable, of
course. So in 1983 he accept-
ed a touring spot with Harold
Melvin and the Blue Notes,
and ran with it for 10 years.

“To go back and play these
gigs on the chitlin’ circuit af-
ter Cecil ... that’s what I had
to do,” Levin says. “The guys
in Cecil’s band, [drummer]

Sunny Murray,

survive playing 6 [saxophonist]

music.” 'Some would Jimmy Lyons —
fr:med lafxljigz;: say, y play Lh:l.s: e‘svere axxlll(}:l’
bearded figure with these cats' even  the y
in painter’s or with those weren't getting
sl g ts?Butthe  ®F. gignt
lsinkgle dg}e{ad- thing about ;uﬁ‘;r througli
ock worn like a = = it, however. “
braid, Levin Elliott is he has grew up listen-

looks as offbeat
as he sounds.
Not just a musi-
cian, he’s an em-
bodiment of Philadelphia’s un-
derground culture, and a role
model for younger players
who admire his versatility and
uncynical approach to art.

“He's a bear — a gritty, hon-
est bear,” says WPO violinist
Katt Hernandez. Gregg Merv-
ine, the WPO’s leader, adds:
“Elliott plays anything with
everyone, cuts across all disci-
plines and always elevates
the performance of those
around him.”

Guitarist Rick Iannacone, a
creative partner of Levin’s for
decades, allows that his
friend’s openness toward any
and all gigs could be per-
ceived as overzealous, even
unfocused. “Some would say,
‘Why play with these cats, or
with those cats?’ But the thing
about Elliott is he has no agen-
da except to share music.”

L ]

“I had the luck and misfor-
tune not to come from a musi-
cal family,” says Levin, who
shares a Center City row-
house with Ruth, his girl-
friend of 15 years, and their
cat, Mr. Bobo. “I came into
music on my own and lis-
tened to everything.”

Levin’s father was an archi-
tect, but his uncle was Kal
Mann, lyricist and cofounder
of Cameo Parkway, the semi-
nal rock and R&B label. “We
didn’t have much of a connec-
tion,” he recalls, “but I did get
exposed to that music through
him.” For Levin’s 16th birth-
day, his older sister, the Los
Angeles visual artist Barbara
Romain, gave him albums by
Ornette Coleman and Eric Dol-
phy. His interest in avant-
garde jazz began to take focus.

After gaining proficiency
on flute, Levin received his
first tenor sax as a gift and
had the opportunity to study
with John Coltrane’s former
teacher, Michael Guerra.

“I started listening to Al-
bert Ayler, John Gilmore, Mar-
shall Allen,” Levin recalls,
and he made that hard-bitten,
expressionistic ’60s sound his
own. “Sonny Rollins was also
very influential. Being
around Philly, there’s such a
wealth of knowledge and his-
tory, it makes you feel proud.
For a sax player it’s one of the
best places to be, deﬁmtely

Levin’s first gig in New
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no agenda except
to share music.”

ing to [Philly
soul] on the ra-
dio, and I never
really wanted to
play it,” he admits. “But when
I started to learn it, I under-
stood how amazing it was.”

He also understood his
place within a jack-of-all-
trades Philly tradition. Col-
trane had played R&B with
Earl Bostic. Sam Reed,
Levin’s sometime-colleague
in the Saxophone Choir, led
the Uptown Theater band
from 1963 to 1971. Iannacone,
along with several of Sun Ra’s
horn players, backed soul
singer Billy Paul.

“We were doing the best of
the avant-garde when we
could, and when the other gigs
came we'd do those,” Levin
says. “It balanced out some-
how, for years. I loved it.”

Little wonder that Levin’s
environment informed his

own art. “I don’t know what I
call my music,” he says, “but
it’s certainly influenced by a
very American aesthetic,
which I consider all the stuff
that comes from the blues.”

]

Levin debuted in 1978 with
Olduvai Music, yet to be reis-
sued on CD. Aside from sever-
al titles on the CIMP label, he
hasn't recorded a lot under
his own name. In 2006, howev-
er, ESP-Disk released Live Up-
stairs at Nick’s, a long-shelved
recording by New Ghost,
Levin and Iannacone’s jazz-
punkish quartet.

In New Ghost, Levin is a
front man in the Frank Zappa-
Captain Beefheart mold,
launching into prankish spo-
ken-word asides when not
playing sax and flute. He is a
published poet, in fact, with
work appearing in several an-
thologies and his own vol-
ume, Does It Swing?

“As I studied music I start-
ed hearing the rhythms, the
improvisational nature of run-
ning words together,” he says.
“T've watched the whole rap
and hip-hop phenomenon,
and it really came out of the
same thing I was doing. Be-
fore that it was the Beat po-
ets, Gil Scott-Heron, people I
grew up listening to.”

On a recent Friday night at
the Paul Green School of
Rock, Levin brought poetry
and music together once
more, playing free-form duets
with Iannacone. Looking
something like Tommy Chong
and Christopher Lloyd, the
middle-aged pair faced a
sparse, initially baffled audi-
ence of teenage students. .

Iannacone played acoustic
guitar, creating a bed of per-
cussive textures and rich ab-
stract harmony. The music
took a fascinating route, logi-

cal though unplanned. Before |

long, the students were listen-

FOOT PAIN?

*I'm a nurse working 12-hour shiffs on my feet ll day. Before going to
Foot Solufions | had knee pain and shin splints that flared up often. After
going to Foot Solufions and getting a proper fitting for my fest - problem
solved - no more aches and pains. Thanks Foot Solutions!”

We've helped thousands
& we can help you!

SOLUTI®NS.

+ Great, Supportive Shoes

* Custom Shoe Inserf Experts

* Certified Pedorthisis on Staff

- Jeannine La Deuceur

Fooﬁ

Abington
215-885-3668
1495 Old York Rd.
{Lower Level ot
Target Shopping Center)

Ardmore
610-649-3112
28 Rittenhouse Place

Norristown
610-270-9600
2951 Swede Rd.
(Swedes Square Shopping Center)

Voorhees, NJ
856-566-3367
1120 White Horse Rd.
(Echelon Village Plaza)

ing closely.

Levin blew atmospheric
flute and then began to read:

Finally From Flat Bushed
Avenues of

Sharp Rushed Street Road
Menus

of boiled egg & bagel carts ...

un-opened Targets and Gour-
met )

Cafe stoned roaming hearts

...-Beat to the fits and starts

of sizes and prizes, a bit big

or small... until your feet
beat

retreat in a King’s County

|

More verse, more flute, and
then Levin worked up to a fu-
rious burst of Ayler-meets-
Hendrix on tenor sax.

A few days later, Iannacone
spoke of a primal quality in
the music. “There’s a freedom
and trust we have that moves
beyond any kind of analytical
place.” He added: “Elliott has
tapped into his ances-
tors. ... When he plays that
saxophone, you're not only
hearing Coleman Hawkms, or
Junior Walker, you're hearing
that black-Jewish thing he
has. You see an ancestral
thing going on.”

5.9 mil:

1,845

6. Horton Hears a Who? (Fox) . ;1385 mil. 5 . 1,

7. Smart People (Mimamax) 4.1 mil. 41mi. 1 3,700
8. The Ruins (Paramount] 34 mil.  135mi. 2 1,203
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