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Creating their 6rnm jazz scene
cot O fron H1

group, shaed rhe bill with ComDlex
Tunble. a Bali inore free-jaz quarrer
leatumg esteemed bassisr l l ichael For-
aalek-

Despite lhe bali gme, tunout 1!?s a
respectable nlr dozen or so, "The eoer-
g! is a-l$ays happening. egardless of
me_ anendilce. If :0 people sho\ up. ir
teeii ereal. ' sa1-s bassisr Jon Bamos.
35. \i lo runs rhe series uirh his room-
mate, aho sdophonisr Datr Scofreld, ?7,
and rireir friend Srephen Buono.32.

Listeters in the rear vere muititask-
rng, ratching &e Phillies si& tbe
souBd otT. Screans md applause erup!-
ed slroRdically fi'om doimiats. Urum-
mer \f i l i  Redman of Compler Tmble
called out bengeen numbers: ..\\trats
tie score?"

t
Bad economy or not, musicians are

accusromed to hard rimes. yer ir iazz
the ralenr pool is deeper thm er.er.

For seyeral ]€ars, Ars Nola Work-
shop and Borverbird have nourished
Pbillt's experimental music circuit, stag-
irg concens in r-arious lenues. Tritoni.
the South Smet rock ciub, resen.es
some nighrs for cuitirg-edge jaz as
t\ell. But lhese presenters alone cant
meet the demand.

Sci Fi Ptli]lr. sirir sponsorship rrom
Ars Iola md suppon from rJre High
Trvo recorC label. has picked up some of
me slack-

"Gojjo fu16lls a need for lot-so-fa-
mous musicians io iake their music ou.-
side of Nelr Yorh to belg it grc1r and to
cfoss-polliDate ni& piayers fron otier
ciiies," says New York-based saophon-
ist fLcbaet I lcGinnis.

Sci Fi also proddes a coasistent
space tbat ca! foster not just ciose ]is-
tenhg bur also social interactioa among
rans,

'A lot oi sholrs, sal s Scofield. .you go
ild sit n you folding chair ud lear e.
Yo! see all these peopie with common
nterests who dcn't necessarily hog out.
Here &et m shorc uo a bbur b-efore
and eat, ed t}retr stallater."

Cojjo s manager. Habramu Shitai.e,
48. gil€s Sci Fi free rein and likes rvhat
he sees,'The music is a big glus." he
says.

.qnd it aitmcts all q?es, &om young
glys in Sonic Youtil atd Tilol T-shjts to
cider enthusiasts. Xlaggie Davenpon,
"50-something- md fiom $'esr phill)..
enjoyed her i$r !'isit, notirg, ..There,s
more to the place rhm meers the e5 e. '

Ca1 Aaderson, 62, irom ltadon, has
attended neil l l 'every Sci Fi e\.enr. -It s
young, talented peoole, ir 's :heap. and if
I m not enjoling ir i c4 saik our, r{hich
I halen't done--

T'ne sedes has exceedeC esecrarjons.

Terry Lawsor of Sonic Libemiion FrcrTr pedorms at cojjo. s,""Tt?}?i:tg i #o;:t''"'
Sci Fi  Phi l ly has become a cornerstone cl ia and i ;prrvised music i r i tne cr!v_

"1{'e're booked into trlarch." Scofield
sa]€. 'Except for maybe three shows.
tie tumour hai been eii.her solid or i lre-
code vioiation."

Spreading the rvealth is the n:le here
- the musiciaDs receire 100 percelt of
proceeds from the door.,.Peol1e are
pieasandl surpriseC ever- ro bi pi:d,
rviich is bizane." ScoEeld adiis.

Banios. rvho used to run a ciub in
Fatetteliile, .{rk.. calleC the Fire Squir-
reis, kr!(s alJ too rvell rvi:.v music vea-
ues te[d ao iocus oR t-i]eir bottgm line.
"The benefr: ol oar sedes." he says. ..is

]ru'.e taking il unused space. ad mu-
siciaas m it and b]lass thar \rtlole
sftrggle. Ift \,ery hild for a club to
make monej; I understand. Bur nuji-
cians shou.ldn't be pa,ring that price."

!
Sci Fi has shorrssed a bmad spec-

mm of local ralenr. ircn aspiring j lr l-
ers such as bassist Etan Lipson. rioiin-
ist Kaft Hernandez, and trombomsr
Dmiel Black:berg to lEieranj Bobb!.
Zankel, Edgar Batenan and Eliiott
Lelin-

At Lhe same rime. Sci Fi is rar:ing
Philadeiphias proii le as a desrinarion
for tou.ing bads, and a regional hub
for nerv and prclressir.e muiic. Rer.r,
shows bave feamred rhe grcundbreak-
ing l{erc York g:rups Brhsk. OKiOK.
and llostl] 'Or-her People Dc rhe Kii l ing.
as well as tlie Chicago easenble Hercu-
laneum- Tirese bmds boast some oi rhe
coun*!'s most gromisilg player-com-
posers, inciuriing Jon lrabagon, Jacob
R-ick and Aryeh Kobrirslq:

On No!-. 15, Sc; Fi presented Ioaic
Bonding, a beneii ior I€ighb0rhood
Bike lVorks, vith nofe ihan a dozea

sa:cghone-dnm riuos plal.ilg fiye-
njluae sets. Tgnight's sholt sill feature
the quartets Raekei Ciub and trISP!'. :
]lichael llantra's Audio Enorif. and a l
duo bedreen local sa: \'eteran Jack I
\l:dgi1t ard his bassisr son, Ben" Other l
.rhs11:5 hnlrg iaqoh'ed r\e balaion. nan- .
dobns and corputers.

:rlusic ths oit lear nai ne! er ga:n a
nass falioring. b[t there's no reassa ir ]
cm I appeal ro fms immersed in avmr-
roc\. DJ culrure. and orher aliemarire
orbi:i. Ttl is is one of ScrFis iolner ]ons-
tem goals:  audrence .ur: :ech and'J i -
velopment.

Tne sedes is also otie:lng iaceniir.es I
rbr the crearion oi ne$ nu:ic. ln pu-
rership sith a nonprofit ru! b-! Zankel. I .
Sci Fi vill ae'erd g?50 tbr a selected I ,.
nusl.iar to premiere his or bsr funded I . 
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crol lCs. Lle: :s a good ded of  orer iap
' 'Elen-one iqorrs i t  s in t ie ir  inreresi  to -
1t0rk toge.ier," Barios sals- I ..

, lddatire is the ke]: ilgredient, and r-',.
Sc: Fi :ro|es rhe doit-lourself roure
iecdf,t be aldrous. .{s Baffios ia\s:
"You jind the piace. set it up. g.t th. t..:'
f igh: people in\-olled. Somerhing ncedi
tc be done. lou can Co it."

.l'$ $:j ,S'irS,$.$
P,ight nowyou'll findwprecedentedvalues an our best-selling luxury models. lrom the award-winning
cadillac crs to aie legendary Escalade, Red Tag incentives have neter been nore inpressiye. yhe price
on the tag is the grice you pay. l{ow's the time t0 nove up to Cadillac.

2008 ESr,i,I',gt
$69,515 lrlsnp
$64,260 Yrlul' ?EftE
-$6,750 clstt Bl,tt(
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