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The shifting minor/ major sonorities suggest "an opportunity to . see 
trying time," says the composer. · 

G lassmah, in addition to the leadoff track, contributes the easygoing "It's No Wond;r," 
which finds bass trombone voicing the melody up high before dropping down to harmo-
nize with Sencalar's radiant tenor. The tune is "about heredity, and how it's no ~onderi 
we are who we are," Glassman says·. Specifically, he wrote it for his supportive parents, 
making us~ of one of their favorite sounds - the kinds of secondary dominants ci~.a 
passing diminished chords favored by Stevie Wonder. 

Finally, Glassman' s "Realization/' the closing · title track, is arranged by baritone 
saxophonist Joseph Herbst, on MSU classmate now based in Asheville, North Carolina . 
The tune has a dark and knotty quality but a classic vibe somewhat reminiscent of 
Horace Silver and Gigi Gryce. Don't r:niss Glassman's striking entrance after the richly 
voiced head (as if anyone could miss it). This is "the most extensive and through- _'_ 
composed arrangement" of the set, Glassman notes, and it "deals with the disquieting 
and uncomfortable moments before a moment of revelation . It's inspired ·by .Dizzy 
Gillespie's 'Con Alma' and the standard 'Softly as in a Morning . Sunrise,' and the 
harmonically uncertain bridge tries to capture \how change con truly make or break 
someone." 

Whatever challenges music and life have thrown in the path of Sencalar and Glassman, 
Realization makes it plain that they have risen to the occasion and responded well 
indeed. Sought after as sidemen with the likes of Christian McBride, Slide Hampton, 
Etienne Charles and Ulysses Owens, they've been bringing tbeir .group out for festival 
appearances as well as educational initiatives like their "Welcome Home Tour" through 
East Lansing's elementary schools, working to spread the values of jazz education. It's 
never too early in one's career to give back, and that spirit of generosity and budding-
wisdom comes through on Realization, first note to last. .--~ 

~ David R. Adler/ -· 
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